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ABSTRACT 



The second session of a proposed 3-year annual 
summer Cultural and Creative Arts Program was held in 6 selected 
Monongalia County, West Virginia, schools for first- through 
sixth-grade pupils. Objectives were to emphasize the distinctive 
cultural character of Appalachia and to emphasize exploration and 
experimentation rather than mastery of formal rules and techniques. 
The program was evaluated in terms of pupil reaction, pupil 
achievement, pupil adjustment, and parent reaction. Osgood's Semantic 
Differential, the Pupil Adjustment Inventory, specially constructed 
achievement tests, and interviews with parents and pupils were used. 
Of 12 activities offered in the program, the 5 attracting the largest 
number of pupils were ceramics, painting, crafts, musical 
instruments, and folk dance. Significant improvement in achievement 
level was found in 8 of 12 instructional areas. Significant 
improvement in pupil adjustment was found in achievement as related 
to aptitude, attitude toward school work, personal worth, activities 
and interest, attitude toward school, and the school's influence upon 
the pupil. The 2 suggestions most frequently made by parents in 
regard to program improvement were extending facilities to 
accommodate more children and improving transportation facilities. 
Deficiencies in facilities, materials, and equipment were found at 
all 6 schools. In the opinion of the evaluation staff, the specific 
objectives of the Cultural and Creative Arts Program were met. (JH) 
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INTRODUCTION 



During the five week period beginning June 12 and extending through 
July 14 , 1967, the second session of a proposed three year annual Cultural 
and Creative Arts Program was held in six selected Monongalia County 
Schools. This program was funded under Title III of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965, which provides financial aid to individual 
school districts for the operation of supplementary educational centers, 
services and activities. 

While The percentage of economically deprived children in Monongalia 
County far exceeds the national norm? r admission to the program was not 
limited to this group. Instead, the selection of first through sixth 
grade pupils was based upon indications of a need for. the kinds of 
experiences to be offered by the program. 

■" Both the planning and execution phases of the program were directed 
along three unique guidelines: 

1. The emphasizing of the distinctive cultural character of 
Appalachia, in the belief that entering the new through the 
gateway of the familiar provides for more rapid and extensive 

1 - accomplishment and satisfaction. 

2. The abandonment of ridgidity in both classroom structure and 
procedure to allow for uninhibited exploration, sampling, and 
testing by pupils. 

3. The placement of emphasis upon exploration and experimentation 
rather than upon the mastery of formal rules and techniques. 
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Provisions for executing this plan which was submitted to and approved 
by the Federal government were made by the following two means: 

1. Acquisition of the services of highly qualified personnel to 



serve in these capacities: 

a. Teachers 5 whose responsibility it was to provide inspiration, 
guidance, and practical help associated with necessary art 
techniques . 

b. Teacher aides, who were to assist with classroom activities 
in whatever ways were deemed desirable by the teachers. 

c. Supervisors, who were responsible for ascertaining that the 
objectives of the program were being realized in each of 
the four specific areas of the arts. 

d. Building coordinators, who were responsible for initiating 

. and supervising the scheduling of classes and pupils, maintain- 
ing a line of communication between individual teachers and. 
between teachers and other program personnel for attending 
to any emergency situations which might arise, and for 
general building management. 

e. Consultants, who were responsible for determining the program 
goals in each of the four areas of the .arts as well as the 
equipment and supplies necessary for their realization. 

f. Evaluation specialists, whose task it was to evaluate the 
, on-going program in respect to the expressed objectives. 

g. Custodians, who were to maintain the six physical plants and 
the equipment therein at a level satisfactory to the needs of 
the program. 
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h. General program director, who was responsible for the 
overall organization, supervision, and coordination of 
the program. 

2. Preparation of the necessary equipment and materials of the 
following six Monongalia County school buildings: Cheat Lake 

Junior High School, Central Elementary School, Waitman-Barbe 
Junior High School, Clay-Battelle High School % Osage Junior 
High School and Sabraton Junior High School. 



STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The purpose of this study was to conduct an evaluation of the 1967 
Cultural and Creative Arts Program of Monongalia County. The following 
feature of the program were evaluated: 

1. Pupil reaction to the four specific areas of the arts both 
prior to and immediately following participation in the 
program 

2. Pupil achievement in the four areas as indicated by their 
classroom performance during the initial and final phases of 
the program 

3. Pupil adjustment as evidenced by their classroom behavior at 
the beginning and at the end of the five week session 

4. Pupil reaction to the program in terms of its desirability to 
them 

5. Parental reaction to the program. 
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In addition to the evaluation procedures described above, a follow-up 
evaluation of the 1967 Program will be conducted in January 1968 for the 
purpose of ascertaining the permanence of the results indicated by this 
initial evaluation report. 

PROCEDURES 

General Procedures 

Prior to the commencement of classes a random sample of one hundred 
subjects from the population of 1,034 children chosen for participation in 
the program was selected through the employment of a random numbers table. 

A proportionate number of families of these one hundred subjects were drawn 
from each of the six Centers in a similar random manner in order to yield 
a grand total of forty sample families. Appropriate instruments of evalua- 
tion were administered by qualified personnel to all sample children and to 
one parent from each sample family insofar as members of these two sample 
groups were available. Sample children were rated in terms of adjustment 

and achievement in the specific activities by the classroom teachers. 

■ 1 1 ■ . * 

Evaluation of the teaching, the physical plants and equipment, and 

the available materials was based upon the direct observation and inspection 

of the Evaluation Coordinator * Dr. Arthur N, Hofstetter* and his staff. 

Instrument . All but one of the instruments employed to measure 

expected progress were either specially constructed or adapted by the 

evaluation staff to meet the unique requirements of the Monongalia County 

Cultural and Creative Arts Program, 
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Children 1 s Interviews . A First Children's Interview was administered 
to the sample children during the initial phase of the program in order 
to assess their existir * levels of interest and participation in activities 
related to dance, drama, art, and music. During the final week of the 
Program a Second Childrens Interview was employed as a means of obtaining 
indications of change and general reaction to the Program as a whole. 

Attitudinal Measurement . Osgood ! s Semantic Differential was 
selected for the purpose of detecting changes in attitudes towards the 
specific Cultural and Creative activities offered by the Program. While' 
pupil attitudes related to control items such as "Doing What Dad Said Not 
To Do" were expected to reflect constancy on initial and final administra- 
tions of the instrument, reactions to items such as "Instrumental Music” 
and "acting” were expected to change as a r< suit of participation in 
the Program. 

Pupi l Adjustment Inventory . The Short Form of the Houghton Mifflin 
Pupil Adjustment Inventory was utilized by teachers both at the beginning . 
and at the end of the five week program. This instrument permits the 
rating of pupils in terms of overt, specific behavior, thereby minimizing 
the error of human judgment- As Bauernfeind has noted,” ... it requires ■ 
raters to think in terms of facts, rather than general impressions, in 
making their ratings.” 1 



Bauernfeind, Robert H. and Ascar Kristen Buros (eds.), The Fifth 
Mental Measurement Yearbook (Highland Park, New Jersey; The Gryphon 
Press, 1959), p. 100. 
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Achievemen t Tests . In order to provide a common basis for judging 
pupil progress in the twelve separate activities offered in the Program, an 
appropriate rating scale was constructed for each by Dr. Arthur N. Hofstetter 
and Dr. Leo Horacek. The selection of criteria was determined by experts 
in the areas concerned. Initial and final ratings by teachers were there- 
fore assumed to indicate changes effected as the result of participation 
in the program. 

Parents 1 Interview . During the week immediately following the 
termination of the program a Parent T s I nterview was administered to one 
parent from v each of the forty sample families by a trained interviewer. 

This instrument was constructed for the purposes of obtaining information 
regarding family background, current interests and ctivities, and reactions 
to the Cultural and Creative Arts Program. 

Evaluation of Creative Arts Center . A single form was developed by 
the evaluation staff to permit comprehensive ratings of (l) the teacher, 

(2) the physical -plant and facilities, and (3) materials and equipment. 
Ratings were made on a ten point Lickert Scale. Twelve criteria were 
included for the ratings of teachers, eleven for rating physical plants 
and facilities and five for rating materials and equipment. Evaluation 
of the Creative Arts Centers were conducted by members of the evaluation 
staff. 

REVIEW OF PERTINENT LITERATURE 

In a recent article, a member of the Committee on Educational; and 

Psychological Testing of the American Educational Research Association 
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answered the currently vocal critics of educational testing with the 
following statement: 

The measurement of change presents a problem that is of primary 
significance to education,. . Without a reliable estimate of the degree 
of change characterizing a student 1 s or group’s performance, valid 
appraisals of methods of instruction, of materials used in instruction 
and of other variables influencing achievement cannot be made.^ 

When one is concerned with the measurement of achievement occurring 
within the boundaries of a project such as Monongalia County Cultural 
and Creative Arts Program, the need for objective measurement of achieve- 
ment appropriate to the stated objectives of the program becomes as 
essential as when one is concerned with the more conventional goals 
related to traditional subject matter areas. 

Although the need for concern with matters of validity, reliability 

and usability is always present, the evaluation of a program such as this 

requires that particular attention be directed towards the possibility of 

pre-test influence upon the future direction to be taken by the learner. 

This potential power of tests to exert influence upon what one will learn 

on future occasions was given particular emphasis by Ebel in the initial 

3 

chapter of his Measuring Educational Achievement , In view of this, one 
must recognize the possibility that the administration of pre-tests which 
seek concrete facts i rules and pre-determined . conclusions may easily, 
direct the course of subsequent learning along just such. unimaginative, 



;i. - • ^Moughamian, Henry, M General Overview of Trends, in Testing,” Review 
of r Educational Research. , 35:5-16, February, 1965,.’ 

Ebel, Robert j L, , Measuring Educational Achievement (Englewood Cliffs 
New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc. , 1965) , p , 1*. 



